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Dairy Industry Trends
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Labour Composition (NZ)
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Workforce Change

AUS: Average age of farmers is 55 yrs

NZ: 18% of MS harvested by 60+ age bracket
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Technology Options

• Less manual tasks
– Reduce
– Replace (automation) 

• Better/Timely decisions
– Data capture
– Information generation
– Actions



Time Spent Milk Harvesting

AUS: 70% farms spend >5h/d milking
clock time; Klindworth and Greenall, 2005

NZ: 4.3h/d (<190 cows), 12h/d (400-767cows); 
all operator hours; Ohnstad & Jago, 2007



• Reduce milking frequency

Clark & Dalley et al.,

• Automatic Milking

FutureDairy; Greenfield Project

• Operational Milking

CowTime, Max Milk Out Time; 
Clarke et al.,

Multiple Options



Technology Use on Farms

9Computer-assisted Feeding

4Activity meters

8Auto-drafting

13Electronic identification

16Automatic plant wash

28Automatic cup removers

% Farms

Source: Klindworth and Greenall, 2005; N=296 farms
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