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The Challenge

Pasture vs production vs welfare




Impact of management on cow comfort and productivity
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Cows stood off on concrete vs pasture:
» Twice as long to lie down
* Reduced lying time
* Reduced eating time
* Reduced liveweight gain
» Greater response to subsequent stressor
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Cows in cold & wet vs sheltered: —- -
« Reduced lying time oL T
* Reduced eating time
 Behavioural signs of discomfort Lying time on pasture (10am - 4pm)
» Reduced opportunity for sleep —

» Wider fluctuation in body temperature
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* Increased fat mobilisation
* Increased stress (HPA activity) = Ej
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